FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: __________________________
(Station Logo)
Art - Literature - Film
(Station)  _____________________  Presents 

NEW MEXICO MASTERPIECES
______________________________________
(Airdate/Time, Channel)

From stone, to canvas, to words on a page, for centuries New Mexico has served as an inspiration to artists.  NEW MEXICO MASTERPIECES, airing_________________________________ ___________________on _______________________ (station / channel)__, features some of the Land of Enchantment’s most enduring, pivotal, provocative, and beautiful artworks. 
This one-hour special tells the stories behind Georgia O’Keeffe’s Grey Cross with Blue, Chaco Canyon’s Pueblo Bonito, John Nichols’ The Milagro Beanfield War and more.  (Detailed individual descriptions and quotes follow below.)  
Program Segments:
· Painter Georgia O’Keeffe’s First Visit To New Mexico

· Taos Landscape Painter Victor Higgins
· Taos Painter Ernest Blumenschein

· Frederico Vigil & The Torreón Fresco, at the National Hispanic Cultural Center
· Author John Nichols & The Milagro Beanfield War 

· Native American Artist T.C. Cannon

· Internationally Renowned Filmmaker Godfrey Reggio & Koyaaniqatsi

· Pueblo Bonito (in Chaco Canyon), One of N.M.’s Greatest Works of Architecture

“I have always been intrigued by the way different people perceive our world and how stories are refracted through direct experience,” said Tara Walch, Producer. “Artists often devote a lifetime to expressing their experience, being as honest and clear about it as they can.  I find their artistic journey taps into a larger story of shared experience. NEW MEXICO MASTERPIECES honors this journey.”  

“It’s important to take a moment, and stop and understand our history, its significance, and how it’s connected to so many cultures,” explains Michael Kamins, Executive Producer. “These artworks reach out to us. Through them we learn about how profound New Mexico really is. NEW MEXICO MASTERPIECES is just a start. There are so many more great artworks to share and stories to tell.” - 

Funding for the production of NEW MEXICO MASTERPIECES was provided by Frederick Hammersley Foundation, The Nellita E. Walker Fund for KNME-TV, KNME-TV Endowment Fund, KNME New Mexico PBS Great Southwestern Arts and Education Endowment Fund… and viewers like you. Thank you!
Artist Summary & Quotes:

· Painter GEORGIA O’KEEFFE’S First Visit To New Mexico In 1929 Forever Changed Her Life. 
“O’Keeffe was looking for an escape, so she found that thing that so many people were looking for in the 1920’s. She found an America that could not be confused for Europe or any other place in the world.” -- Andrew Connors, curator The Albuquerque Museum

· Taos Landscape Painter VICTOR HIGGINS’ Somber and Beautiful Painting Winter Funeral Captures A Moment In The History of Taos Valley.
“The interesting thing is, a painting doesn’t come out and just smack you and say, ‘here I am, I’m a masterpiece.’ It draws you in slowly. A lot of paintings take more time. The great ones are the ones that lie there in wait.”  -- Dean Porter, art historian

· Taos Painter ERNEST BLUMENSCHEIN’S Beautiful and Complex Star Road And White Sun, Provokes A New Dialogue.
“He comes completely into his own in the crucible of the landscape and people of Northern 

New Mexico.” -- Elizabeth Cunningham, art historian

· After Nine Years of Tremendous Effort, FREDERICO VIGIL Completed One Of 
New Mexico’s Great Artworks, The TORREÓN FRESCO, “MUNDOS DE MESTIZAJE” at the National Hispanic Cultural Center, in Albuquerque, NM.
“When I walked into this space and they said – here is the wall for you – I felt like one of the luckiest guys in the world.” -- Frederico Vigil, artist

· Timeless, Loving… THE MILAGRO BEANFIELD WAR Captured Hearts Around The World Through Mixing Culture, Social Justice, and Humor.   Author JOHN NICHOLS Shares His Inspiration For The Story.
“The Milagro Beanfield War is about a little struggle over water in a taxation district, right? To exploit the water in Northern New Mexico. It’s basically infinity in a grain of sand.” 

-- John Nichols, author

· Native American Artist T.C. CANNON Kick Started A Movement.  His Vibrant Work Collector #5 Captures The Heart of a Revolutionary Time, and an Artist Who Combined Traditional Culture and Living In The Modern World.
“He was really good at capturing the human condition. And he also wanted to talk about his world. It was very important to him to get ideas across from the Native American world because he was real proud of that, at the same time that he had things to say about it.” 

-- Joan Frederick, art historian

· Renowned Filmmaker, Godfrey Reggio, Created the Internationally Acclaimed Film Koyaaniqatsi.
“We live in a world more real than true, so I wanted to make an effort to make a film more true than real.” -- Godfrey Reggio, filmmaker

· Hidden By Time and Its Remote Location Deep In Chaco Canyon Sits Pueblo Bonito, One Of New Mexico’s Greatest Works of Architecture. 
“I think for a lot of people, including pueblo people, modern pueblo people, it’s like a reminder of what we used to know and how we used to live and what we used to acknowledge in the world that we don’t anymore. That we are part of a natural organization, part of a natural structure.” 
-- Rina Swentzell, architect, Santa Clara Pueblo
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Press Note: The producers are available for interviews with your local press.

###

--- PHOTOGRAPHY NOTES/CREDITS for NEW MEXICO MASTERPIECES ---
High Res. Photography is available, with the following credits and stipulations:
· NO CROPPING OF THE IMAGES - Exceptions: You MAY crop the Pueblo Bonito photograph (#5) and the Torreon image (#3).
1)  Winter Funeral, 1932, Oil Painting, Victor Higgins (Taos)
      Courtesy The Harwood Museum of Art
2)  Star Road and White Sun, 1920, Oil Painting, Ernest L. Blumenschein (Taos)
      Courtesy The Albuquerque Museum

3)  The Torreón Fresco, Mundos de Mestizaje, 2010, Fresco, Frederico Vigil (Albuquerque)
       Courtesy The National Hispanic Cultural Center

4)  The Milagro Beanfield War, Novel, 1974, John Nichols  (Taos)
       First Edition Book Cover Courtesy John Nichols
5)  Pueblo Bonito, 850-1250, Architecture, Chaco Canyon, Chaco Culture National Historic Park
###
