
2017 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE 
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY
New Mexico PBS serves the people of New Mexico 
by providing engaging local and national content, 
in-depth news and public affairs, digital media, 
education and outreach services, lifelong learning,  
an interactive web site, and a celebration of arts  
and culture.

“NMPBS is my lifeline. 
It piques my curiosity 
and keeps me alert 

and engaged.”  
– Marilyn M., Socorro
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For 60 years New Mexico PBS has been a valuable community resource in New Mexico. 

New Mexico PBS provides New Mexicans 
with the information they need to 
make informed decisions; we convene 
community dialogue, and engage 
audiences to share their stories. 

We help students and teachers thrive in 
21st century classrooms, and take people 
of all ages on journeys and exploration – 

exposing them to new people, places  
and ideas.

We are leaders in using emerging 
technologies to bring the benefits of 
the digital world and inspire community 
engagement. We act on the belief that 
place and community matter.

In 2017, New Mexico PBS provided  
these key local services:

• A trusted source for in-depth news and 
legislative coverage and information.

• New Mexico PBS engages the 
community in conversation about diverse 
issues through public screenings, digital 
media and special events. As the state’s 
leading provider of quality early childhood 
educational content, we support parents, 
teachers and childcare professionals with 
tools to help children succeed in school 
and life. We also equip classroom teachers 
with valuable digital resources to inspire 
students and put them on a path to 
educational achievement.

 
 

• Extensive local productions and 
community engagement activities that 
addressed important issues in the 
state such as Native American health, 
environmental issues, Hispanic arts and 
culture, the brain drain of young workers 
statewide, mental health and substance 
abuse and more.

• In January, we launched the  
NMPBS Kids 24/7 Channel on over the 
air channel 5.2 and streaming live at 
NewMexicoPBS.org. The free channel 
enables New Mexico children to watch their 
favorite PBS Kids shows during primetime 
and other after-school hours when family 
viewing is high. The effort is New Mexico 
PBS’s latest initiative to support early 
learning in the community. 

New Mexico PBS is one of the most 
watched public television stations in the 
country reaching almost 700,000 households 
each week with 22,000 members across our 
state. Newmexicopbs.org provides users 
with a place to interact, learn more, and 
connect with others and has over 120,000 
page views and 40,000 visits per month.

New Mexico PBS has extensive 
partnerships throughout the community. 
These partnerships include the K-12 
community, higher-education, dozens 
of community service organizations and 
more. Our broad reach on-air, online and 
on the ground comprise an extensive 
educational and community service 
organization in New Mexico.
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Since 1958, New Mexico PBS has been a leader in public 

television with a history of innovative services connecting the 

people of New Mexico. The following are brief descriptions of 

New Mexico PBS’ major initiatives.

New Mexico PBS signature weekly 

public affairs show New Mexico in Focus 

continued to provide thoughtful dialogue 

and reporting on important issues across 

the state. In 2017, New Mexico in Focus 

partnered with KUNM public radio 

and the online news site New Mexico 

in Depth in coverage of the legislative 

session, which included a public forum 

on ideas for improving state government. 

NMiF launched a new, monthly 

environmental series “Our Land: New 

Mexico’s Environmental Past, Present and 

Future.” In 2017, veteran environmental 

journalist Laura Paskus examined the 

long term impacts of record wildfires, 

forest restoration, wells going dry near 

Albuquerque, and educational programs 

for students. These rich visual stories are 

designed as an online series that also 

runs in NMiF. 

NMiF also brought on new 

correspondents. Russell Contreras 

interviewed Latino labor rights leader 

Dolores Huerta, civil rights photographer 

Maria Varela, and cartoonist Lalo 

Alcaraz. Investigative journalist Jeff 

Proctor extended his print reporting 

on a controversial federal drug sting in 

Albuquerque through studio interviews 

with community members, lawyers and a 

former U.S. attorney. 

The NMPBS Ready to Learn (RTL) 

team continues to serve early learning 

educators and parents by providing 

PBS Kids resources, activities, trainings, 

and community events. We present 

professional development workshops to 

afterschool program staff and community 

partners, including ABC Community 

Schools Partnership, the Rio Grande 

Educational Collaborative, and Boys and 

Girls Clubs. These partners are trained 

on the use of the research-based RTL 

PBS Kids digital content, best practices, 

and teaching strategies to implement 

programs like Super Why Reading  

Camps, Odd Squad “Be An Agent” 

camps, Martha Speaks Reading Buddies 

programs and more. We support parents 

New Mexico PBS brought Super Why characters to Farmington’s annual 

KidFest event in Summer 2017.

New Mexico in Focus began a new 

monthly series, “Our Land” examining 

local environmental issues in 2017.

In June, New Mexico PBS welcomed 

Native American filmmakers Ramona 

Emerson and Sarah del Seronde for a 

special screening at the KiMo Theater 

in Albuquerque.
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during family engagements events like 

“Homework Diner” and family science 

nights at local elementary and middle 

schools. All these events involve the 

whole family with fun activities and 

sharing free PBS Kids Digital learning 

resources like mobile apps and games, 

designed to make fun learning happen 

anytime, anywhere.

We also promote summer learning and 

support summer programs to provide 

learning opportunities with PBS Kids 

Summer Learning Adventures Camps for 

K-5th graders. In 2017, in partnership 

with the UNM College of Continuing 

Education, we offered a SciGirls Summer 

Camp for 6 weeks on the UNM campus, 

and a PBS Kids Camp for 6 weeks, 

serving approximately 150 kids.

New Mexico PBS Learning Media provides 

instant access to thousands of classroom-

ready digital resources. These on-line 

resources include videos, photos, and 

in-depth lesson plans. Currently we have 

over 6,500 registered users statewide. 

We also continue to upload new locally-

produced educational videos as content.

Using PBS Learning Media materials  

and curricula, our education and outreach 

staff held 7 custom designed teacher 

workshops, reaching more than 300 local 

principals, librarians and teachers.

New Mexico PBS Teacherline helps 

educators acquire 21st century skills.  

PBS Teacherline courses meet New 

Mexico teacher competency requirements 

and provide opportunities for educators 

to earn their teaching endorsement and/

or move along the New Mexico 3-Tiered 

Teacher Licensure System. 

In 2017 over 600 people attended our 

New Mexico PBS Science Café events, 

which took place at local venues in 

Albuquerque and Los Alamos. Topics 

included the science of gem minerals 

found in New Mexico, expanding offshore 

wind farms, the total solar eclipse over 

America, reinventing nuclear technology 

after Fukushima, Hubble Space 

Telescope discoveries revealed, and 

Cassini’s death dive to Saturn. Lecturers 

included scientists from Sandia National 

Laboratories, New Mexico Tech and the 

New Mexico Museum of Space History.

On January 27, New Mexico PBS brought Nature Cat to greet legislators and 

other state officials during UNM Day at the Roundhouse in Santa Fe.

On August 19, our Science Café 

event focused on the total eclipse 

which happened just 2 days later.



In 2017, New Mexico 
PBS continued our work 
as a hub station for 
the national American 
Graduate initiative, helping 
local children stay on 
track to graduation. To 
that end, we honored two 
outstanding American 
Graduate Champions at a 

luncheon on September 8, 
along with telling their 
stories on-air and online. 
They are dynamic individuals 
who commit their time, skills 
and resources to help young 
people succeed. 

In 2017 ¡COLORES!, our weekly local and national art series, 
continued to provide an in-depth look at the creative spirit 
found in New Mexico. Emphasizing cultural and artistic diversity, 
¡COLORES! is a collaboration with New Mexico PBS and the Public 
Television Major Market Group (MMG), a public television affinity 
group. Each half hour program combines a segment created by 
NMPBS and segments contributed by MMG. 

Notable 2017 segments included: Albuquerque’s poet laureate 
Manuel González debuting a special performance, PBS 
documentary editor Paul Barnes discussing the art of editing, 
folk singer and two tour Iraq war combat veteran Justin Evan 
Thompson performing an exclusive concert, a profile of Persian 
composer and santour player Sourena Sefati, African American 
children’s author Vaunda Micheaux Nelson sharing her heroes, 
photographer April Hartford chronicling  
the inner journey of gender transformation, and Native American 
artists and educators discussing how art making can bring about 
ecological awareness. 

In March 2017, we produced and distributed Taming New 
Mexico: NM Historic Federal Courthouses, an important new 
documentary examining the state’s colorful history through the  
lens of the federal court system, its judges and its institutions.  
The program was distributed to PBS stations around the country  
to showcase the importance of NM History.

In December 2017, 
NMPBS aired another 
original documentary, 
Painting Santa Fe. 
Focusing on the founding 
of the Santa Fe Arts 
Colony, Painting Santa 
Fe tells the fascinating 
history of Santa Fe’s 
transformation from an 
adobe village to a world-
renowned center for the 

arts. The film celebrates the history, artists, and patrons of this 
unique chapter in American art. A screening event was held  
on November 30th at the NM Museum of Art in Santa Fe.

Also in December we aired our original production Frederick 
Hammersley: By Himself, a program bringing together the artist’s 
writings with his artwork to help provide an understanding of 
Fred’s aesthetic evolution over the course of his artistic life. This 
included writings, diaries, oral history, lecture notes, photographs, 
notebooks, sketchbooks and final art.

Finally, in 2017 New Mexico PBS partnered with the Santa Fe 
Symphony and the Santa Fe Institute for a special multi-media 
production exploring the interconnectedness of music and math. 
Captured live at the Lensic Theater, The Majesty of Music and 
Math features an appearance by Santa Fe Institute mathematician 
and computer scientist Cristopher Moore and music selections 
by The Santa Fe Symphony with Principal conductor Guillermo 
Figueroa. It will air in Summer 2018 and also be distributed to  
PBS stations across the country.

2017 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 
STORIES OF IMPACT

New Mexico PBS engages with the community to broaden and deepen its impact while 

focusing on affecting positive change. 

NMPBS General Manager Franz 

Joachim poses with American  

Graduate Champions Marvin Procter 

and Angela Reed Padilla at the  

2017 Awards Luncheon held on  

September 8, 2017 at the  

Albuquerque Convention Center.
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New Mexico PBS is dedicated to serving its members and viewers through special events that 

inform, engage, and entertain.

In February, we screened the Independent Lens documentary, 

The Bad Kids for an audience of 250 at Robert F Kennedy 

Charter High School. The screening was followed by an 

intense discussion with both teachers and students about the 

misperceptions of troubled kids in today’s society.

In March, we held a 

special screening of 

American Masters – 

Maya Angelou: And Still 

I Rise for an appreciative 

audience of 125 at 

Albuquerque’s African-

American Performing 

Arts Center.

On May 19, NMPBS 

partnered with local 

radio stations KUNM 

and KSFR to present 

An Evening With Amy 

Goodman. The event 

was sold out with over 

500 people attending 

at the James A. Little 

Theater in Santa Fe.  

The Democracy Now host lectured over an hour and signed 

books for fans afterwards.

On June 3, NMPBS brought PBS Kids characters Wyatt and 

Princess Presto to the 4 Corners Cartoon Kidfest event in 

Farmington. New Mexico’s largest kids event brought almost 

15,000 parents and kids to McGee Park. Many walked away 

with free Super Why! Coloring sheets and PBS Kids stickers, 

courtesy of our station.

On August 30, NMPBS 

held a preview screening 

of Ken Burns THE 

VIETNAM WAR at the 

Lensic Performing Arts 

Center in Santa Fe. Over 

600 people attended. 

Following the preview, 

Paul Barnes, one of 

the program’s editors, 

discussed the making of the series and working with Ken Burns 

on multiple projects.

On December 5, 

NMPBS held a public 

screening of the 

premiere episode 

of VICTORIA On 

Masterpiece at the 

Lensic Performing 

Arts Center in Santa 

Fe. Over 600 people 

attended, including many in elaborate Victorian-era dress.

On December 7 at UNM’s Maxwell Museum of Archeology, 

we held an hourlong preview of the film Secrets of the 

Dead: Secrets of Spanish Florida, which was followed by 

discussion with an expert from the film - Dr. Kathleen Deagan 

– Distinguished Research Curator of Archaeology and Adjunct 

Professor of Anthropology and History at the University of 

Florida’s Florida Museum of Natural History and Dr. Amiee 

Villarreal – Director of Comparative Mexican American Studies 

at Our Lady of the Lake University. A crowd of 75 attended the 

reception, screening and discussion.
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New Mexico PBS reaches almost 700,000 households with  

over 22,000 members throughout New Mexico and the 

Navajo Nation. New Mexico PBS’ website averages over 

120,000 page views each month and includes information  

on over 250 original productions.

In 2017, our Ready To Learn services 

impacted over 6,000 children, 700 

parents and 150 educators in Bernalillo 

County, supporting school readiness, 

3rd grade reading proficiency, family 

involvement, summer learning and 

STEM. And we’re continually working  

to expand those efforts statewide.

Our 2017 activities included:

• Presenting on technology as a pathway 

to family engagement to 100 attendees 

at the New Mexico Association for the 

Education of Young Children Annual Early 

Childhood Conference in March 2017.

• Reaching over 500 kids and parents  

at STEMFEST in Los Alamos in July  

using our iPad educational station, 

showcasing New Mexico PBS Learning 

Media content.

• Having a presence at the annual NM 

Science Fiesta in May at Albuquerque’s 

Tiguex Park, which was attended by over 

2,000 parents and kids.

• Using the PBS Kids Summer Learning 

Adventures curriculum and in partnership 

with UNM Continuing Ed, we offered a 

SciGirls Summer Camp for 6 weeks, and 

a PBS Kids Camp for 6 weeks, serving 

approximately 130 children.

New Mexico in Focus staff continued 

to develop relationships with community 

organizations and other media outlets 

through collaborative reporting in 2017. 

Producer Sarah Gustavus and Antonia 

Gonzales, anchor/producer of National 

Native News, were fellows with the USC 

Annenberg Center for Reporting on 

Health. Their collaborative reporting on 

health and wellness initiatives in Native 

American communities in the Southwest 

included travel to Arizona and California. 

NMiF participated in round two of 

the Solutions Journalism Network’s 

collaborative reporting project on rural 

economic development. Producer 

Sarah Gustavus teamed up with Marisa 

Demarco, a reporter at KUNM, on a story 

about entrepreneurship on the Navajo 

Nation for State of Change. 

NMiF staff also led a collaborative 

experiment on a new model for 

reporting on education with a $25,000 

Impact Fund grant from the Kellogg 

Foundation. NMPBS worked with KUNM 

and Generation Justice to hold listening 

sessions with high school students and 

recent graduates on their experiences in 

the education system. In 2018, we will 

continue to report on the insights gained 

from those listening sessions and answer 

questions raised by students.

“I just finished watching New Mexico In Focus 

with Sarah Gustavus. Excellent program.  

The segments were all very informative and  

well produced.” 

— David B., Albuquerque

 “Your children’s programming is inspirational 

and hopeful for the young children that may 

feel uninspired by their surroundings.”

  — Lorraine B, Rio Rancho
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New Mexico in Focus is also committed 

to helping grow the next generation of 

journalists in our state. This year, NMiF 

Producer Sarah Gustavus worked with 

two of our UNM Student Crew Members 

to produce a series of education-

related segments. Topics included the 

latest developments and importance of 

bilingual education, vocational training, 

and the growing concerns over low 

graduation rates for young men in New 

Mexico. One of those students, Anthony 

Herrera, also helped produce ancillary 

segments for a show we did featuring the 

local documentary “Big Healthy Life.” 

Anthony also hosted a discussion on-air 

for New Mexico in Focus, talking with 

experts about how to make a healthy 

lifestyle appealing to young people. 

Sarah also worked with a high school 

intern from Amy Biehl High School, 

who produced a segment with soon to 

be high school graduates and college 

students talking about the transition from 

high school to higher education.

In addition to working with young 

journalists, we are also committed to 

giving the student voice a higher profile 

in our coverage. This year we received 

a grant from the Kellogg Foundation to 

hold listening sessions with students from 

all over the metro to talk about issues and 

stories that are important to them. We 

plan to use the information gleaned from 

these sessions to help inform our future 

coverage, and we also want to give these 

students the opportunity to work with 

us on the reporting, so they learn more 

about journalism skills and what kinds of 

professions might be available to them in 

the field later in life. 

In other student success stories, UNM 

IFDM junior Faith Perez produced her 

second COLORES feature segment 

about renowned Bernalillo painter Scott 

Greene. IFDM senior Rachel Hendrix 

produced the community building feature 

segment “We Are the City.” Amy Biehl 

High School Liam Goss senior helped 

with our “New Mexico & The Vietnam 

War” veteran’s digital series.

Throughout our organization, 

we continue to offer educational 

opportunities to both college and high 

school students. Through Production, 

Marketing and other areas, these 

students make up approximately 21%  

of our overall station effort. 

New Mexico PBS/Westlink Satellite 

uplink is a national distributor within the 

PBS system. Working with independent 

producers and other public television 

stations we provide approximately 1200 

hours of program material to PBS stations 

nationwide.  As a production facility with 

national fiber distribution, we help put 

New Mexico “on the map” by providing 

news stories and getting New Mexico 

news makers to national news outlets.

New Mexico PBS continues to play 

a lead role as a PBS member station 

in creating sIX, the new Public Media 

Service Interconnection system, an 

internet cloud and fiber based television 

program delivery system that will replace 

the expensive and aging satellite delivery 

system presently used by PBS Member 

Stations. NMPBS has been chosen 

as the Primary Alpha site for the new 

system. Both our Manager of Broadcast 

Engineering Mike Snyder and our 

Operations Manager, Suzanne Kembel are 

part of the PBS Interconnection Working 

Group. Ms. Kembel is the Vice Chair.

New Mexico PBS’ mission is to inform, engage, educate and connect New Mexico’s diverse communities, 
reflecting their interests and needs through quality programming, services, and on-line content that can 
be accessed universally anytime, anywhere.

New Mexico PBS operates two digital 

high power transmitters and 32 low-power 

translators to provide free over the air 

viewing to the people of New Mexico.  

These transmitters provided greater than  

99% reliability during the past year. 


